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THE 
PREFACE 


TO THE 


Maſculine Sex. 


WE Gentlemen, "__ (ofa I know 
are ready, and t0 be- 


ftow 'em too an a Town ang L Lap, wher il Ne 
ture ( as you call it | hs ber Complianc 


with the foppiſh Importunities of your Defres, 
or grows croſs-grain d, and w'ont ſubmit to the 


ual Slavery of ber Sex. Indeed I expetF to 
oy my paſo in the behalf of injur d Fe- 
males, condemned not only as immodeit and un- 
Tow ionable, but as Sitop nt and unreaſonable 
; it being th common experiencd Policy of 
Doe m Wit or Government, to overthrow 
e Fuſtneſs of a Cliimer s Title with Aﬀperſs- 

ons of Incapacity or Weakneſs. But as for our 
Fate, 
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Fate, ſo far as it ei be influenced either by 
your; Brains or T ongies, 1 think ## need:not 


mich value it, be the Severity thereof never ſo. 


great or ſo keenly-urgd: for, Ingenunty of Re- 
'  wenge, and the-zyitty 1 ; LaFaſſion, 
—_ alway? (En | 
a 


to Our 

Sex alone ; 
were ever" allowd to. be" abſolnte:* And 4 41 
Opinion, that there 'are- very ſew of you 
, who have been ſo happy' as to be inga- 
in- innocent Intrignes with ws Ladies, "but 
mubt confeſs that we have bricknefs of Parts 
ſufficient to baffle the- ableft of you; nay, and 
#0 your” own Sorrow too, many times bave ex- 
perimented the Acutentſs of our Senſes in re: 
fſeming, and our Wit and Reſolntion in reven- 
ging Injuries. * 1 fancy, had Mother Eve but 
foreſeen this unju$} Oppreſſiot of her Danghters, 
fbe would ſcarce beve-been' ſo prodigal"of the 
Happineſs and Eaſe of ber Sex, or fo free in 
Complaiſance to ber Husband, to engage in ſo 


mean. 


emale-Province, in which we- 
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mean” and. difficult -4 

have condemned bim to t "Life, 
whilft ber eafre T ack, ſhould be -- 

Study of: Natural En with its Variety of 
Produttions, - to A—T—Y on the Labour 
of toiling Mes, to be of their Per- 


- formunces:" Thus far did omans Complaiſan- 


cy become. ber Crime and ber ah Lv 
who —_ an eaſie pleaſurable Life, is now 
of « Family, os Night to thu 
maine: Dicefans of i myofomin 
thuband. Well, after all, 1 ſee if ever we hope 
to have theſe Grievances redreſrd, we muit een 
appeal to Dame Nature, to what 
at firſt defignd us for, and whether the 
cellency of a LEemal Soul could poſſibly be raiſed 
no higher than the manag ement of. a Needle or 


the ingenuity 0 « Pudae by. we 
ws gh quiet Why, oe hed 
of humane 


e, 1 cannot ods 
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fore we' ſee framd with xs mob vhill andex- 
atineſs, with the fame Materaals too both of 
' Botlyand Mind' us the beft compoſed of you" all ; 
with" this only difference, That-tbe yeelding Fe- 
male Lump was with more eaſe wrought into: 
Perfeion, and the curious Line of natural Beau- 
ty and Thgemity ; when Mani s more rigged khnot- 
ty Matter tould not be.carv'd into. E 
without Flaws and Imperſections : And do not 
your Addreſſes and Amours daily confeſs us to: be 
the chiefest Inftruments-of conveying your Bleſ- 
fmegs; Nature having made us the Stewards of 
all thoſe Delights and Pleaſures which Men enjoy 
or wiſh for, ani intrufted 'our Diſcretion with 
their Diſpoſal. Why then ſhould not wap 
for Wits, in whom it #« ſo natural topleaſe; for 
Wit us nothing elſe but an apreeable Rehfþ- of 
an Object on the TATE : befudes, tbe Fa- 
culties of our Souls are s brisk and fprightfal, 
Ss J_— rag", 54 pary th 
Organs of our Senſes, the Inſtruments _ 
ey 
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they are always intune, ever ready for Exerciſe 
nd Engagement. Nay, ſo far are we from the 
irdonable Crime of Dulneſs,(aV ertue proper 

ly to you Men) that at pleaſure we (when the 
occaſion proves inviting) can raiſe our obliged 
Senſes into the pleaſme Ravi of Rapture 
or drverting Wit or. Paſſion: and then again, 
with as much facility and eaſe, can command 
them back unto the ſober Rules of ſolid W; A 
dom. We ſcorn to flag, like you Sparks, in the 
midſt of an balf enjoy d pletſure, for want of 
Life to reliſh, and Vigour to finiſh the innocent 
Enjoyment. Thus far Nature furniſhes us with 
laty. And were but the Liberty of an Artificial 
Improvement, and the great Advamages of a ſui- 
table Education added to the Strength of our 
Parts and our natural Capacity, on my Conſci- 
ence.we ſhould out-do you in the trade of Inge- 
nuity, and ſooft get a ſtock of acquired Excellency 
wherewith to ſet up' for accompliſhd Profeſſors 
of Arts and Sciences: and-I dare ſay that there: 
are none of all you Sparks but would be glall to 
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be dealing with ws for it and Pleaſure. Dou't 
you ſee, + ran Generofity and Bravery of 
Mind (diſdaining to be fetter d to the mean Em- 
ployments of ber Sex) drives the noble Females 
Soul fromthe ſlavery of an entatled ance l- 
to the freedom and more agre purſuit of 
Learning and Wiſdom, bow ſoon aud with what 
eaſe ſhe becomes the deſerved envy of Mankjud, 
the Emulation of the hear and the Glory 
of her Sex for a rare Ingenuity. And let me tell 
you, Gentlemen, ſince we are thus bappily became 


xainted with our Strength, we ſhall often mokg 
bold to let our Wit ſally ox upon Tow the Ene- 


mies of our gr rb rn wh aud the wut 
Invaders of a our + on Cjnkyy not but 
to return with the grateſl Spoils of a juſt Ap- 


planſe, and to ſignalige the prevatis 


our Charms in the T riumpbs of our Wit os: well 
#5 Beanty: the loft of which was ever allawd 


| to be irreſiſtable, and by the firſt you fhail ſee 


that our methods of. conquering are nat always 
the ſame, bs ther ont 99 a eva Efanens 


paer of 
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THE 


EMULATION. 
Pindarick Ode. 


L 


' A H! tell mewhby, deluded Sex, thus we 
Into the ſecret Beauty muſt aot prye 
Of our great Athenian Deicy, | | 
Why do we HMinerys's Bleſſings flight, | 
And all her tuneful gifts def hiſs ; 
Shall none bur the inſulring Sex be wile ? 
Shall they be bleſt with incelle&ual Light, 
Whilt we dr on in Ignorances Night? 
We've Souls as noble, and as fine a Clay, 
And Parts as well composd to pleaſe as they. 
Men think perhaps we beſt obey, 
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And beſt their ſervile Buſineſs do, 
When nothing elſe we know _T 
Bur what concerns a Kitchin or a Field, 
With all the meaner things they yield. 
As if a rational unbounded Mind 


Were only for the ſordid task of Life deſign'd--,} 


I. 


They let ys learn to work, to dance, or ſing, 
Or any ſuch like trivial thin F 
Which totheir profit ma Increale or Pleaſure bring, 
But they refuſe to ler us know 
Whar ſacred Sciences doth impart 
Or the myſteriouſneſs of Art. 

In Learning s pleaſing Paths deny to go, 
From-Knowledge baniſh'd, and their Schools , 
We ſeem deſign'd alone for uſeful Fools, 

And foils for their ill ſhapen ſenſe, condemn'd to 

And think 'em truly wife, (prile 
Being not allow d theix Follies to deſpiſe. 
Thus we from Ignozance to Wonder run. 
(For Admiration ceaſes when the Secret's ktiown) 
Seem witty only in their praiſe 


And kind congratulating Lays. 
Thus 
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Thus to the Repute of Senſe they riſe, - (wiſe. 
And thus through the applauder's Ignorance are 
For-ſhould we underſtand as much as they, + 
They fear their Empire might decay. 
For they know Women heretofore 
Gaind Victories, and envied Lawrels wore : 
And now they fear we'll once again 
Ambitious be to reign oY 
And to invade the Dominions of the Brain, 
And as we did in thoſe renowned days (Bayes. 
Rob them of Lawrels, ſo we now will take their 
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But we are peaceful and will not repine, 
They ſtill may keep their Bays as well as Wine, 
We've now no Amazonian Hearts, 
They need not therefore guard: their agazyne of 
We will not on their treaſure ſeile, (Arts. 
A part of it ſufficiently will pleaſe : 
We'lVonly ſo much Knowledge have 
As may afliſt us to enſlave | 
Thoſe Paſſions which we find 
Too potent for the Mind. 
'Tis ore them only we deſire toreign, 
And we no nobler, braver, Conqueſt wiſh togain, 


IV. 
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IV, 


We only ſo much will defire 
As may inſtru&t us how to live above 
Thoſe childiſh things which moſt admire, 
And may inſtru us what is fir to love. 
We covet Learning for this only end, 
That we our time may «0 the beſt adyancage ſpend: 
—— below us to conyerſe 
Always about our Buſineſs or our Dreſs , 
As if to ſerve our Senſes were our Happineſs. 
We'll read the Stories of the ancient Times, 
To ſee, and then with horror hate their Crimes, 
Bur all their Vertues with delight we'll view, 
Admitr'd by Us, and imitated too. 
But for rewarding Sciences and Arts, 
And all the curious Produs which ariſe 
From the contrivance of the Wile, 
We'll tune and cultivate our fruitful Hears, 
And ſhould Marrs Envy fill declare, 
Our Buſineſs only to be fair; 
Without their keave we will be wile, 
And Beauty, which they value, we'll deſpiſe. 
Our Minds, and not our Faces, we'll adorn, 
For tharsthe Employ to which we arc born, 
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CF 
The Fuſes gladly will their aid beſtow; 
And to their Sex their charming Secrets ſhow. * 
Whilſt Man's brisk Notions owe their riſe 
To an inſpiring Boule, Wench, or Vice, 
Muſt be Tebauch's and damn'd to get 
The Repuratiarvofa Wir. F 
To Narure only, andour ſofter Muſes, we 
Will owe our Charms of Wit, of Parts, and Poetry. 


Written by a Young Lady. 
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THE 


ANSWER 


TO THE 


EMULATION. 


A Pindarick Ode. 


I. 


Hat daring Female is't who thus complains, 
In Maſculine Pindarick Strains, 
Of great Apolle's Salique Law ; 
Both breaks it, and pretends that ſhe 
Pleads only for her Native Liberty. 
Whilſt in a rapid over-flowin ride 
Of Wir and Fancy, which no Banks areableto abide, 
She ſtrikes the Guards of Helicon 
With a ſurprizing awe, 
And Amezonian-like, compels em to withdraw. 
IL 
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Stand valiant ſhe, a Parley defire; 


1-7 Whence had you this Poetick Fire ? 
I fear, Promethews-like, y have ftole 
A Spark defign'd to forma manly Soul. 
Forbear, bold Nymph, thus to aſpire, 
You needs muſt know, ingenious Dame, 
'T was from Joves Brain alone Minerva came. 
Nature indeed hath made your Sex of uſe 
Unknowing lnfants.to produce. 
But ſure ſhe ne'redefigned it 
To make your Brains prolifick, or your Wit. 


” - of 
4 n 
# 
IL - 
n 
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Which of the Arts, 

Except that one of captivating Hearts, 
Doth #he World owe to Wotnan kind? 
And tis not to monopoliſe 
The Law allows it tothe wiſe, 

That he who proves {o happy as to find 
Some undiſcovered uietul Skill 
Should uſe ic at his will. 


C 


- 


Munn 
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| Andthe ſole profit be to him conkin'd. 
__ Atleaſtuntil _ 
Some tolerable gaits 
Have recompenc'd his coſt and pains. 
But when, alas} wlll Ansrepdy 1114 i1,( bay? 
Thetime, heaf15p&, 0d pains ipotthent thrown 


' 
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# 7 # . 
F , . : . - ; m ; Y 
64. Wo CLLIET 4, O29 35 C3 * k 4 | of < - 9 
- - *« A = —<& - - 
- _ - « # pg * Po fk = Ml oe ».* 
9I1NG1HE 02 e017 Aqays 1) i! v4 : nh - 


- Cl e 19:07 ghar WH on! 1001 p -t a9] JO 4 
'Tisnot that Men imfultoriwould enflave * 
Your Sex,thatahey emgrots Apollos mines. - 


= 


Methinks yowfloal& more piry leave // 
For thoſe whom wblavazbbite cheir'Stdre, 
Than thug'to,envy:them chem toil and pains, ' 
To gain ſome part of what they had before. 
No, let em digg and delve, vvhat need you care,, 
*Tis too hard labourfor the fair. 
And. when the droſs is purg'd and gone, 
*Tis not for our ſelves alone 
That we ſuch tedious labour take, 
Next tour ſelves, tis for your ſake; 
To your fair Sex we willingly. commic 
Our Golden V Viſdom and our Silver Wis 
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V. 


Nature hath made your Sex with curious Arr, 
Your Souls too ate ingetiious and bright, 
Both full of Beauty as the Sons of light. 
And Woman isthe Rib that lies moſt nearthe Hearr. 
Therefore 1 muſt adviſe the witty She 
Not to par. - this longing Rl, 
Leſt you milcarry when you fee 
Your power not equalto your will. 
Alas! forbidden Fruit you know 
Did on the. Tree of Knowledge grow, 
And when hardyhick'ſcalrd Man © '' 
Spends and cracks his ftudions Brain, 
And inſtead of gaining more 
Loſes what he had before, 
So thoſewhom Emulation ſers at ſtrife 


To gainthe Tree of Knowledge often loſe the Trer of Life. 


C 2 VI. 


That muddy $treagiaf Thaw: 102 2140 
In which your Sex, .that-priſon-of yous Souls; 
Your rational unbounded Mind comtrouls, 
Swiftly into the eternal. Ocean rpula 2. 
And then- _ 
You'll find.no.caule ts _ —— aa 
It wilknot be who ſtudied mo, . 
N'one his Attainments then ſhall _ 
"Tis noza-ftudious Lite that brings; : 
The neceſſary Knowledge of revealed chings-" 
And al will:then receive,.- |: 
Not as they knew,, but.as they did balicys.: 
Then trouble not, your Quiet:ſo;- -- 1.1 
Hard and unneceſſary. chingseo know: c;: 02 
Knawledge divine you gay attain): : | 
Wirhour the labour of the Brain. 
Hiſtories and moral Precepts too 
Are not deny'd to you; 
But for the Learning of the Schools, (Fools. 
That can't make Women wile, that. makes Men: 


Philo- 
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Philoſophy'suncercain Light,,,;... 
Is but a wild Fire ip the Night: , ... -...: 
And all the relt we, Wiſdomeall,, -* _ ,... --+ \ 
Is either lictle ſo, or not at all, new 


The richeſt. Men are always leaſt at caſc.. 


"F ! . \ *$24 " 
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But you have Paſſions to ſubdue (do; . 
More you would know, becauſe you more would. R 
You're ſenſible oF Igriorances Night ——ooee—— 

And fain would glut your Sight: 

With a full view of intelleQual Light. 

And may pour Wiſh ſucceſsful prove, 
For Ladies ſhould enjoy whate re they wa 
May you walk (afe in Learnings milky.way, 
"--*Know all that Men and Angels ſay, 
Expand your Souls to Truth as wide as day. 
Bur when you're grown wile as well as fair, 

Then, Lady, have a care.. 


Am- 
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Ambitious thoughts will riſe; | - | 
And you will knew that you are wiſe: 
A Woman Fair, Wile, Learn'd, and Humble too, 
Will be a Species alone, | 
- A Phenix true, | 
Talk of by all but ſeen by none. 


Written by Ms. H. 
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"Rom whence | Ufurping Man, thy boaſted 
To all the Richesof the Brain? (Claim, | 


Did good Apolle e're depy is lhab 1 


Charms to Orindas Poetry ? 
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How then infring'd are ſacred Laws of Wit, 
 _ _Whilſtour cuneful Paſſions move 

In meaſures.pre-ordaind by Jove! 

And juſtly, -only upambicious, we 

Aſert our Native Liberty. 
With.mgdeſt Bravery maintain our Female right 

Fo that divine inſpiring Spzing 

Which envious Man encloleth in , 
Leſt Draughts permitted to each Wiſhing ſhe 
Should turn to pleaſing well digeſted Extafie. 


I. 


Miſtruſtful Man, thus nobly I comply, 
o prove our native Ingenuity: 
{No wonder you thus Senſe defend, 
With watchful Cares on it attend : 
Since alkthe Graces of the manly Soul 
Were baſely by Prometheus ſtole. 
Whilſt from willing Jove's indulgent Brain 
The graceful uncompeHN'd Fmerva came. 
Yet generous we donot refuſe 
"The ungfareful Sex ſtill to produce: 
Our Pain and Labour gives you Life, and hence 
Your dull and phlegmy Heads are fram'd for Sende. 
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Ill. 


The moſt unboaſted of our Arts 
Is to triumph ore defenceleſs Hearts. | | 
Ac Pleaſure we enſlave and kill, 
For ſuch mean Trophies of our Skill : 
Do never fail the motions of our Will. 
For nobler Ations we defig 
To conquer Men in things ſublime: - 
Each unintreaguing She hath Wit to rule, 
And make the moſt exalted Maa of Senſe a Fool. 
What outward Ornaments you'ger 
Are ſtill che Produdts of our V Vit. 
Not as unkit, -in Prudence we forſake 
The coillome Guidance of the-State; 
To load our Slaves withchar uneaſit Fate. 
Our choice Endowments kindly we employ, 
More to teach Men Wiſdom than enjoy. 
And as for things you idlely caſt away, 
As you deſerve ſo wilcly we repay. 


WyySd 
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And m_nonin all _ treaſure get, : - 
'T wilt nere prevail to bdnquer ws 5: 
The leaſt Degree of Femde Wit © 
Defends us frem that bated Curſe: 
Indeed we pity much your toil; / : 0 
That Weeds ſhould fill 9rcfpread your Soil. 
But Labour well doth manly Souls hefic,: - 
For their tough-Notions mult be thraſh'd for Wir; 
For us whilſt Nature doth deviſe 
Leſs painful nethadsto be wite: 
But attey all your Coſtand Pain, 
So worthleſs is what e're you gain , 
That its betieath our Love and Care 
TFoomean Concernment for the fair. 


V. 


Kind Nature's Bounty, Sir, confeſs, 
Our Wit than Beauty more expreſs. 
Whatever Graces in us ſhine 


Derive their luſtre from the Mind, 
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That lictle All that needy Man could fpare ©  ? 
To make up Woman moſt compleat and fair, 
Was but a Rib, that crooked too, 
Which Nature, forc'd, was to undoe, 
To make it ftrait, and able to receive 
That tuneful high-born Soul ſhe gave. 
How then can we unjuſtly aim 
At things beyond our native Claim : 
Or how to high aſpire 
Such ſacred bright celeſtial Fire ? 
Theſe lawful Longings we will ne're ſuppreſs, 
Or fear Miſcarriage ll we make'em leſs : 
Whilſt raſh ungovern'd Men their Bliſs deſtroy, 
Not knowing how to wiſh or to enjoy. 
Well ſo dire&, with prudent Care, out Flight, 
Teenjoy at once the Tree of Knowledge and of Life. 


VI. 


Down the muddy Stream of Time 
(In which we all ſo faft decline) 
Vice hurries Man with a reboubled Pate, 
And taints his Soul with Dullneſs or Diſgrace. 
Whilft Temperance ſupplies what time decays, 
And Virtue crowns us with the Bays. 
Nodull or phlegmy Humours e're conttoul 


- The Native Brisknefs of the Soul, 
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Still ative we through ſubtle Nature drive;. 
And gather Sweets to.deck our laſting Hive. 
But whea 
Unoreſiſtiog Mortals come 
To pay the improvement of their Beings down; 
There'll-be-no cauſe to envy Men : 
For then their Pride and vain Conceit 
Of Parts and. Learning muſt abace : 
That Wit and Wiſdom which they boaſt, 
As not ſubſtanrial;, muſt be loſt, 
"Tis Female Souls ſhall chen appear 
The moſtunſullied,. bright, and clear , 
Adorn'd with all their ſtock of Virtue gather'd here. 
By theſe ſake methods tis we.move 
From Glories here to greater ones aboye. 
Tothe (carch.ot Knowledge all are bound; 
For Truth tis fits us to be crown'd, 
But when raſh Man lers fly 
His ill fletc'd yo___ at {wifter myſtery ; 
No wonder if he find 
At length his Realſan loſt or blind, 
For fatal Dilappointment always ſprings 
From the needleſs [earch-of unrevealed things : 
We only let our Realon go 
At things convenient fit ta know: 
We act juſt as the, Gods enjoyn, 
And on permitned Objects fix our ajm:: 
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Whilſt bold ungovern'd Men do doubly err, 
Both in the Obje, and the way they iteer, 
Such the Learning of the Schools, 
Error gilt and drels'd by Rules, 
Contriv'd to gloſs and fer off Fools., | 
| Such cheating Knowledge we delpile; 
Had rather fill be ignorantly- wile. 
True Wiſdom and Philoſophy 
Mount our Souls oa high, 
And never lead our ſteady thoughts awry: 
For ſolid Reaſon ſtill unerring goes 
Thro Nature's mighty heap.of Cauſes, ſhows. 
How this from that, . and whence they all aroſe. 
VVe go by no uncertain Light, 
Our Reaſon keeps us always right. 
T hole Doubrings which we find 
Oppreſs the motions of the manly Mind, | 
From Inadvertency ariſe, 
Or want of Patts and Power to be wiſe. 


VIL 


Our Senles ne&'re. unruly grow, 
We only a& what Realon promprs us to , 
And we that Knowledge only chooſe 
Whole free permitted Ule 
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Atds new PerfeRion ro the mind, 


Which vs to Virtue and 6ur Maker cloſely bind. 
No meaner Objedts keep 


'A juſt Proportion with our well-ſer apperite. 


All thars quſt, thats great, or good, 

By Women's rightly underftood. 

Totrim our Souls we this employ, 
And them to brighter Glories thus convey. 

With ſuch -— modeſty we riſe 

To all the Graces of the wile. 

No Pride our Wiſdom ere ſhall ſpoil, 

Or fond Conceit our Wir defale. 


Know Sir, that VVomen, witty, wiſe, and fair, 


Than worthy Men more plenty are: 
For we not only Men excell 
In choicer Gifts, but Wit to uſe 'em well. 


Written by Mr. F. 
FINIS. 
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